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Balancing biodiversity and development in the
Central Okanagan

The Central Okanagan basin is of great ecological significance due to its high biodiversity and
many rare and endangered ecosystems, plants, and animals. While the region has
experienced significant development over the recent two decades, rates of growth are
expected to further accelerate in the coming years. The Okanagan is at a critical juncture with
a complex dynamic of competing needs. With few remaining sensitive ecosystems in the
area, along with additional pressure from climate change, it is imperative that local
governments work together to balance habitat retention with sustainable land development in
stewarding community growth.

Sensitive Ecosystem Inventories (SEls) have facilitated environmental protection during land
use management since the early 2000s in the Central Okanagan. In BC, SEls systematically
identify and map unique and fragile ecosystems to help conserve and manage biodiversity
and habitat protection. SEls identify sensitive ecosystems and provide scientific information
and support to local governments and others who are working to maintain biodiversity.

Central Okanagan Sensitive Ecosystem Inventory
update & key findings -
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What's next?

Development guided by local government is
key for communities to actively engage in
conservation efforts to address the
challenges of growth on sensitive
ecosystems. RDCO will work to establish
region-based methodologies for updating
Environmental Development Permit Areas
(DPAs) and relevant supporting policies in
light of anticipated climate change impacts
and accelerated regional growth during the
next phase of its environmental planning
work (2025).
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