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RGS Priority Projects Plan
Regional Planning Labs
Three Regional Planning Labs were held, which included
participation from local municipalities, Westbank First Nation, and RDCO staff. During the most recent Planning Lab
held in November, staff from the City of Penticton and Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing joined the group and
provided presentations on short term rentals (STR). Other
Planning Lab topics have included temporary farm worker
During 2018, the following regional planning projects as
housing, greatest challenges in the region, cannabis sales
outlined in the Plan were actioned:
and distribution, and STR.
Regional Flood Management Plan
Flooding is a serious concern for developed areas in the
Regional Housing Needs Assessment
Central Okanagan and will only become more of a risk with
As real estate prices rise faster than household incomes,
the effects of Climate Change. Given this, RDCO has outaccess to affordable housing is a growing concern. Given
lined a three-phase approach with the objective of developthe proximity of Central Okanagan communities and their
ing a better understanding of flood risks in order to reduce
integration through the transportation network, the supply
and mitigate damage and impacts from future floods.
and demand of the housing market is best considered at
Phase 2 is underway, which focuses on the delineation and
the regional level.
confirmation of flood-prone streams and floodplains.

The Regional Growth Strategy Priority Projects Plan is
a five‐year Action Plan that outlines priority
initiatives for RDCO to implement the
Regional Growth Strategy.

Through collaboration and direction from the RGS Steering
In conjunction with OBWB, RDCO staff co-hosted three
Committee, the project has commenced and is scheduled
Okanagan Flood Mapping Project Coordination meetings
to be completed August 2019.
with representatives from First Nations, local government,
and Provincial governments from the Okanagan valley.
Regional Growth Strategy Monitoring Program
Provincial legislation requires that once a RGS is adopted,
This collaboration led to the Okanagan Basin Water Board
on-going monitoring must be established to assess imple(OBWB) successfully obtaining $1.45 million in funding
mentation and measure progress being made towards the
from the National Disaster Mitigation Program and the B.C.
stated objectives. A monitoring program would help identify
Community Emergency Preparedness Fund, to conduct
areas where RGS goals and policies are successful, where
flood mapping and flood risk assessments.
more work needs to be done, or where adjustments and
adaptations to current initiatives need to be made.
The three Okanagan regional districts in partnership with
OBWB have also commenced a joint initiative for flood
Through collaboration and direction from the RGS Steering
modeling and mapping for the Okanagan mainstem lakes
Committee, the project has commenced and is scheduled
shorelines and reaches of the Okanagan river. The project
to be completed August 2019.
will provide flood mapping along the mainstem lakeshore,
including Okanagan, Kalamalka, Ellison, and Wood Lakes.
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Regional Growth Strategy, Our Housing Goal:
To improve the range of housing opportunities to
meet the social and economic needs of the region.

While there are zones and land use designations throughout the region which specifically allow short-term tourist
Short term rentals (STR), the use of residential dwellings
accommodations and bed and breakfasts as permitted
for short periods of time, has been recognized as a region- uses, the following is a high-level overview of STR policies
wide issue. With the increased accessibility of online plat- in the Central Okanagan:
forms, for example AirBnB and VRBO, regional and local
planners have concerns with negative impacts, such as
Regional District of Central Okanagan
the affects on long-term accommodation housing supply,
STR is not a permitted use in the Central Okanagan East
unsafe occupancy limits, and neighbourhood nuisances.
and Central Okanagan West Electoral Areas.

Short Term Rentals

The November Regional Planning Lab was dedicated to
this topic with the purpose of identifying regional goals so
that jurisdictions can approach unique community-specific
regulations with some regional consistency:

Regional Short Term Rental Goals
1. Preserve long term rental stock
2. Recognize vacation rentals are important to the
Central Okanagan
3. Explore compliance monitoring partnerships
4. Implement consistent safety standards through
business licensing

District of Peachland
STR is not a permitted use in the District.
City of West Kelowna
STR is not a permitted use unless in certain zones.
Westbank First Nation
No regulations prohibit STR. Currently developing a policy
review to administer the use.
City of Kelowna
Council gave direction on December 3, 2018, to move forward with regulations for STR in residential and commercial zones. The regulations will be supported by a business
licensing and enforcement strategy.
District of Lake Country
STR is a permitted use in some zones.
For further detail, please consult each jurisdiction’s land
use regulations/staff.
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